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President’s Message 

Dear Orange County Optometric Society, 

 

It is an honor and privilege to serve as your OCOS President for 2022. The past couple of years have 

been quite different for all of us, and I am thankful to all of our members and sponsors for their 

adaptability and support. I anticipate more opportunities this year for us to gather in person for 

continuing education meetings and social events. 

 

I would like to thank our OCOS board members for their hard work and dedication to our optometric 

society and profession. There are many moving parts, especially behind the scenes, for this 

organization to run smoothly, and none of this would be possible without our board members who 

volunteer their time, energy, and skills. I would also like to thank all of our sponsors for their support, 

even during these unprecedented times. We appreciate your generosity and contribution to OCOS and 

our profession. 

 

Despite the new challenges we have faced, we have had new opportunities for growth. We were able to 

provide continuing education virtually, maintaining the safety of our attendees without any compromise 

in the quality of our continuing education or attendance. Moreover, the accomplishments of the 

California Optometric Association have not slowed down this year. Many of us have heard during our 

optometry school years that “optometry is a legislated profession”- the scope of practice for optometrists 

depends on the bills passed at the state and federal level. I am proud to be a part of this incredible 

organization which advocates for our profession and patients. 

 

I would like to encourage our members to not only participate in our society’s events but also in COA 

events, which include Legislative Day, House of Delegates, Monterey Symposium, OptoWest, and CE x 

COA. Additionally, if you have any interest in becoming an OCOS board member, please let us know. 

 

We are excited to bring back in-person continuing education and social events within the next few 

months. Thank you for allowing me to serve as your 

OCOS President, and I look forward to an amazing year! 

 

Christine Yoo, OD 

OCOS President 
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2022-2023 BOARD OF TRUSTEES & COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

PLATINUM 
 

Orange County Retina 
Timothy You, MD 
ocretina.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR 2022-2023 SPONSORS: 
 

GOLD 
 

Coastal Vision 
mylenesoriano@coastal-vision.com 
 
Dompe 
Steve Crites 
Steve.crites@dompe.com 
 
Glaukos 
Bill Brennan 
bbrennan@glaukos.com 
 
Harvard Eye 
Michael York 
myork@harvardeye.com 
 
 
 
 

President  

Christine Yoo, O.D. 
 

President-Elect 

Shora Ansari, O.D. 
 

Immediate Past-President 

Kailey Marshall, O.D. 
 

Secretary 

Maggie Jan, O.D. 
 

Treasurer 

Belinda Kuo, O.D. 
 

Education Chairs 

Shora Ansari, O.D. 

Cathie Heyman, O.D. 

Christine Yoo, O.D. 

 

 

Sponsorship Chairs 

Rebecca Ng, O.D. 

Millie Liu, O.D. 

Stephanie Tran, O.D. 
 

Membership Chairs 

Rachel Niskanen, O.D. 

Lilly Zarif, O.D. 

Cathie Heyman (Liaison to Students) 
 

Public Relations Chair 

Danny Ngo, O.D. 

Thanh Mai, O.D. 

Hannah Cho (Volunteer Projects) 
 

Legislative Chair 

Annabelle Storch, O.D. 

Alex Elson, O.D. 
 

Webmaster/Communications 

Romina Rendon-Rodriguez, O.D. 

Steve Wang, O.D. 

OCOS Advisor 

Dawn Miller, O.D. 

Matt Wang, O.D. 

 

COA Liaison/Trustee 

Rachelle Lin, O.D. 
 

Student Representatives 

SCCO: Jacob Lopez (2024) 

            Emily Coan  (2025) 
 

Editor 

Ivy Lin, O.D. 
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SILVER 
 

Alcon 
Eric DeWert 
eric.dewert@alcon.com 
 
NVISION Eye Centers, Tom Tooma, MD 
Claudia Moran 
Claudia.moran@nvisioncenters.com 
 
Wells Fargo 
Tim Wilson 
Tim.Wilson2@wellsfargo.com 
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OCOS Sponsorship  
Appreciation Dinner 

Julie Chen, OD 

Steven Downs, OD 

Bronson Hamada, OD 

Irene Kim, OD 

Amy Nguyen, OD 

Scott Nguyen, OD 

Benjamin Szu, OD 

Amanda Walsh, OD 
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Timothy You, MD 
Orange County Retina 

The Retina Perspective: The Retina Perspective:   
  

“I Thought Samsung Was A Cell Phone 
Company” 

Unbeknownst to many people, Samsung manufactures more than great televisions and cell 

phones.  Samsung is a chaebol, a Korean term for a conglomerate, which has its 1930s origins 

in the noodle business. Since that time, it has exploded to electronics and technology.  It even 

has its own baseball team, the Samsung Lions, which have won five National Baseball Series.  

Another major division is Samsung Healthcare, which operates hospitals and has an active 

pharmaceutical presence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A rapidly expanding healthcare sector is the world of Biosimilars, which are similar versions of FDA approved 

biologic drugs.  Biosimilars are not exactly “generics” due to the complexity of the manufacturing processes, 

especially for small to larger molecules from living cells.  In October 2021, the US FDA approved for ocular use, 

BYOOVIZ™ (ranibizumab-nuna, SB11), which is a product of Samsung Biopepis Company and Biogen.  The 

intravitreal injection mimics the functionality of ranibizumab (LUCENTIS™), which is manufactured by Genentech in 

South San Francisco. The threshold for approval is more streamlined, as a biosimilar requires proof of similarity 

between the product and the original medication, rather than the larger burden of independently determining the 

safety and efficacy of a product.  BYOOVIZ™ is indicated for the treatment of wet age-related macular 

degeneration, diabetic macular edema and retinopathy, retinal vein occlusion, and myopic choroidal 

neovascularization.  BYOOVIZ™ is given as a dosage of 0.5mg in 0.05ml of the 10mg/ml solution, and is 

administered at a mean of 10.3mg injections per year.  The treatment of retinal diseases is progressing; I would say 

that the hardest about the drug is getting its pronunciation correct. 

 

Mean Change in Visual Acuity from Baseline in Month 24  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Timothy T. You, MD  Sanford Chen, MD  Rajiv Rathod, MD, MBA 

Esther Lee Kim, MD     John Maggiano, MD, Emeritus   Tammie Liu, OD    Romina Escalante, OD 
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Tunable IOLs Will End Exchanges John Hovanesian, MD, FACS 
 Harvard Eye Associates 

Through their careers, most cataract surgeons become extremely comfortable with and 

adept at performing phacoemulsification, removing even the most challenging lenses 

and placing lens implants with little stress. 

 

As their comfort in this procedure grows, their comfort often decreases with other 

procedures performed less frequently, such as IOL exchange. For some, the prospect 

of having to perform such an exchange is concerning enough that they would rather not 

offer a patient a refractive lens implant that runs the risk of an undesirable outcome, whether a 

refractive miss or unwanted visual phenomena. For them, it’s simply not worth the trouble. Market 

research shows that fear of an undesirable outcome is the No. 1 reason many surgeons do not use 

premium lenses. 

 

Still, according to MDbackline, 83% of our patients report they are at least somewhat interested in 

refractive lens options when considering cataract surgery. What is a surgeon to do who wants to 

serve patients’ desires but do so within his or her personal comfort zone? I believe the Light 

Adjustable Lens (LAL, RxSight) or other future tunable lens implants may be the answer. We have 

used the LAL commonly in our practice for the past year, and without question, it provides the 

highest, most consistent satisfaction of any refractive IOL option we offer. 

 

While the LAL does not have labeling as a presbyopia-correcting lens, it does provide some extended 

depth of focus properties. Whether it’s used for monovision or binocular distance, it reliably gets 

every patient on target. Its role in post-refractive patients or those with irregular corneas is vital; I 

have said before it takes the hardest-to-please patients and makes them the happiest. Moreover, its 

role in our practice has grown. No longer is it for just post-refractive patients. While we achieve 

excellent predictability with other lenses, both our patients and we can be confident that an adjustable 

lens will give patients the best vision their eye can provide. That confidence — that the patient will be 

satisfied — may be the most important feature of the LAL technology. For surgeons who are on the 

sidelines of refractive cataract surgery to avoid IOL exchanges, it could make all the difference. 



 



 
Page 12 



 



 



 


